To:                   All Area VIII Ag. Science Teachers

FROM:            Gary Rosenbusch

DATE:             April 5, 2024
 
AREA CONVENTION WILL BE AT MCC, WACO. THIS IS THE SAME AS LAST YEAR, BUT IN A DIFFERENT BUILDING.
EVERYONE MUST CREATE THEIR AWARDS AND DEGREE APPLICATIONS ON THE AET THE SAME WAY YOU DID LAST YEAR. THE ONE DIFFERENCE IS YOU WILL BRING A PAPER COPY OF YOUR LONE STAR APPLICATIONS TO THE PRE-CHECK AT MCC. AMERICAN APPLICATIONS ARE DUE APRIL 1. THE COMMITTEE WILL CHECK THESE AND MAKE CORRECTIONS. THIS WILL ALLOW YOU TO TAKE IT HOME AND MAKE CORRECTIONS BEFORE YOU SUBMIT IT ON THE AET FOR FINAL APPROVAL AT CONVENTION.  ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE CREATED ON THE AET BEFORE YOUR DISTRICT DEGREE CHECK. ANY APPLICATIONS CREATED AFTER THAT DATE, WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

You will NOT enter your Awards and degrees on judgingcard.com.
 

YOU MUST ENTER YOUR PUBLIC SPEAKERS, NON-QUALIFING, AND TALENT TEAMS ON JUDGINGCARD.COM, WHICH YOU CAN FIND ON MAY 10, 2024. REGISTRATION CLOSES MONDAY, MAY 6, 2024 AT 11:59 PM.

YOU MUST ALSO ENTER YOUR STATE AND AREA OFFICER CANDIDATES ON JUDGINGCARD.COM, WHICH YOU CAN FIND ON APRIL 29, 2024. REGISTRATION CLOSES WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2024 AT 11:59 PM.
NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR. CONVENTION WILL BE IN THE COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER. 

Registration will be in the COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER ON THE MCC CAMPUS, WACO, TX. ALL EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THIS BUILDING. MAPS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH SPECFIC PARKING LOTS TO PARK IN.
Registration will begin at 9:00 am on Friday and the first session will start at 9:30. RYAN MOTT & JOHN JUSTIN Scholarship Committee will begin at 9:30 to make their review of Applications. Proficiency & Star Committees will also meet at 9:30 with Star Interviews starting at 1:00. There will be NO Scholarship interviews again this year.  Also, remember that speaking events will start at 8:30 and the entry fee is $30.00. HOT District Extemporaneous Speaker will go into the Prep room at 8:00. 
From our discussion at Riesel speeches and other materials  DO NOT need to be  uploaded on judgingcard.com but a copy of the speech, statements of ordinality, and SWCB consultation affidavit form (affidavit is for Soil and Water Stewardship only) will need to be brought to the Convention. NO TRANSCRIPT IS REQUIRED THIS YEAR. 
Area VIII ALC camp dates are June 7-10, 2024, at Lakeview Camp & Retreat near Waxahachie. Chapter Officer Camp will be at Corsicana High School again this year with a similar schedule to last year. The Convention Committee assignments will be posted on the Area VIII Web Site as soon as we have all Districts information.

REMEMBER AGAIN THIS YEAR, LONE STARS WILL BE CHECKED AT MCC IN WACO along with OFFICER INTERVIEWS AND TESTING. YOU MUST BRING A HARD COPY OF YOUR LONE STAR APPLICATIONS ON THIS DAY. NO APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED OR CORRECTED AT THE AREA CONVENTION IF THEY WERE NOT PRESENT AT THIS TIME.
The Texas FFA degree check and award selection will be a Hybrid event again this year. Parts will be virtual, and the rest will be on the campus of Tarleton State University in Stephenville, TX on June 3-6. A detailed schedule is posted on the Texas FFA web site.
CHECK THE TEXAS FFA WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

REMEMBER THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE WILL BE SCORING APPLICATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED BY 11:59pm Wednesday, APRIL 17, 2024.
It is imperative that all names and addresses be filled in completely for awards, officers, and committees. We will have the list for you to sign up for the committee that you would like to serve on at the State Degree Check. Just remember that State Degree Check WILL BE SPLIT FACE TO FACE AND VIRTUAL THIS YEAR. INTERVIEWS WILL BE AT TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY. Remember that all mailings will be sent after most schools have closed for the summer.  If an advisor will be unable to receive mail at school, please use a home mailing address for the student and/or advisor.  All these details will help us complete and notify students interviewing for scholarships, award candidates and degree check committee members quickly and easily.
If you have any questions email me at areaviiiffa@gmail.com or give me a call at my cell 817-559-4808.   
